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As of late Nov. 17, the official vote count of the general election results was not yet complete. On
Saturday, Nov. 15, Brazilians voted for 23 state governors and over 500 national congresspersons.
Meanwhile, press reports on Nov. 16-17 indicated that Brazilian Democratic Movement Party
(PMDB) candidates would likely take 20 governorships, including those of Bahia, Sao Paulo, and
Pernambuco. In Minas Gerais, Liberal Front candidate Itamar Franco was leading by a wide margin
over PMBD candidate Newton Cardoso. Since the race for governor of Rio de Janeiro state was
predicted to be very close, the national media was unwilling to hazard a guess about the probable
winner. Next, the local press on the evening of Nov. 17 predicted that PMDB candidate Tarso
Jerisaiti in Ceara was the likely winner. A PMDB victory in that state was considered unprecedented
since the governorship has been the province of three conservative political chieftains and their
families for decades.
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